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CHAPTER 368j
CEMETERIES
Table of Contents
Sec. 19a-295. (Formerly Sec. 19-146). Ownership and management of burial grounds.
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Sec. 19a-296. (Formerly Sec. 19-147). Cemetery associations.
Sec. 19a-297. (Formerly Sec. 19-148). Bylaws. Sexton.
Sec. 19a-298. (Formerly Sec. 19-149). Cemetery associations with capital stock
organized prior to 1855.
Sec. 19a-299. (Formerly Sec. 19-150). Trust funds for care of cemeteries.
Sec. 19a-300. (Formerly Sec. 19-151). Funds for care of cemetery lots.
Sec. 19a-301. (Formerly Sec. 19-152). Establishment and management of perpetual
funds. Accounting.
Sec. 19a-302. (Formerly Sec. 19-153). Takeover of fund. Appointment of cemetery
committee.
Sec. 19a-303. (Formerly Sec. 19-154). Acceptance of legacy.
Sec. 19a-304. (Formerly Sec. 19-155). Care of funds by towns.
Sec. 19a-305. (Formerly Sec. 19-156). Probate Court may make allowance for care of lot.
Sec. 19a-306. (Formerly Sec. 19-157). Cemeteries in adjoining towns.
Sec. 19a-307. (Formerly Sec. 19-158). Sale of abandoned or unused lots.
Sec. 19a-308. (Formerly Sec. 19-159). Care of neglected cemeteries.
Sec. 19a-309. (Formerly Sec. 19-160). Headstones at soldiers' graves.
Sec. 19a-310. (Formerly Sec. 19-161). Approval of vaults above ground by Department
of Public Health. Fees.
Sec. 19a-311. (Formerly Sec. 19-162). Inspection. Burial prohibited until certificate
obtained.
Sec. 19a-312. (Formerly Sec. 19-163). Sale of crypts. Maintenance.
Sec. 19a-313. (Formerly Sec. 19-161a). Burials above ground restricted.
Sec. 19a-314. (Formerly Sec. 19-164). Penalty.
Sec. 19a-314a. Disclosure of dispute resolution procedure relating to the sale of any item
or service by a town, ecclesiastical society or cemetery association which owns, manages
or controls a cemetery. "Cemetery" defined.
Sec. 19a-315. "Ancient burial place", "burial ground authority" and "grave marker"
defined.
Sec. 19a-315a. Use of ancient burial place.
Sec. 19a-315b. Protection of grave markers.
Sec. 19a-315c. Maintenance of burial places.
Secs. 19a-316 to 19a-319.
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Sec. 19a-295. (Formerly Sec. 19-146). Ownership and management of burial
grounds. Town appropriations. Towns and ecclesiastical societies may procure and
hold lands for burial grounds and provide a hearse and pall for the burial of the dead.
Cemeteries may be acquired, owned and managed and controlled by such towns and
ecclesiastical societies, and by cemetery associations heretofore incorporated or
incorporated as provided in section 19a-296, and by no other persons, firms or
corporations. Any town may appropriate annually such sum as may be necessary to
maintain and properly care for public cemeteries and public burying grounds owned or
controlled by such town, and any town may appropriate annually such sums as may be
necessary to aid in the maintenance and care of public cemeteries and public burying
grounds owned or controlled by ecclesiastical societies or cemetery associations.
(1949 Rev., S. 4703; 1953, S. 2358d.)
History: Sec. 19-146 transferred to Sec. 19a-295 in 1983.
See Sec. 19a-91 re transportation of bodies.
See Sec. 25-41 prohibiting location of cemetery within one-half mile of reservoir.
Annotations to former section 19-146: This section authorizes ancient practice. 77 C. 84.
292.

Cited. 29 CS

Sec. 19a-296. (Formerly Sec. 19-147). Cemetery associations. Cemetery associations
shall be organized in accordance with the provisions of sections 33-1025 to 33-1047,
inclusive, and shall not be conducted for the purposes of speculation in cemetery lots and
property, or for private gain, either directly or indirectly, to any of the members of any
such association; and land for the enlargement of a cemetery may be taken in accordance
with the provisions of section 48-18.
(1949 Rev., S. 4704; 1959, P.A. 617, S. 109; P.A. 96-256, S. 184, 209.)
History: 1959 act deleted reference to section 33-146, substituting sections 33-423 to 33-432; Sec. 19147 transferred to Sec. 19a-296 in 1983; P.A. 96-256 replaced reference to Secs. 33-423 to 33-432,
inclusive, with Secs. 33-1025 to Sec. 33-1047, inclusive, effective January 1, 1997.
See Sec. 19a-314 re penalty for violation of this section.
Annotations to former section 19-147: Special law authorizing one cemetery association to take land of
another upheld. 77 C. 83. Association may still hold title to land, though all rights of burial are disposed of.
83 C. 204. Condemnation of land. 87 C. 428. The right of eminent domain is specifically given to the
owner of any cemetery. 168 C. 447. Cited. 180 C. 680, 683.
Cited. 16 CS 327. Cited. 29 CS 292.
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Sec. 19a-297. (Formerly Sec. 19-148). Bylaws. Sexton. The selectmen of towns,
cemetery associations or ecclesiastical societies, having the care of cemeteries, may enact
bylaws providing for the care and management of all burial lots, and the protection of all
shrubs, trees, fences and monuments thereon, provided no such bylaws shall require or
result in the removal or banishing of any undamaged United States flag or armed forces
service marker, including flagholders provided by veterans organizations, from any grave
site, and may appoint superintendents and sextons for such cemeteries, who shall have
the exclusive right to direct the opening of graves, and no grave shall be opened in any
cemetery except with the consent of the superintendent or sexton. Any person to whom
such bylaws have been made known who violates the same shall be fined not more than
ten dollars. The incorporators, organizers or members of any cemetery association or, if
no incorporators, organizers or members are living, the owners of burial lots therein, by a
majority vote, may, at any meeting called for that purpose, amend its articles of
association or its bylaws.
(1949 Rev., S. 4710; 1957, P.A. 13, S. 92; 1967, P.A. 161, S. 1; P.A. 79-105; P.A. 80-483, S. 79, 186;
P.A. 96-209, S. 1.)
History: 1967 act added proviso re flag or service marker; P.A. 79-105 added flagholders provided by
veterans organizations in proviso; P.A. 80-483 made technical grammar corrections; Sec. 19-148
transferred to Sec. 19a-297 in 1983; P.A. 96-209 added "or members" after "organizers".
See Sec. 7-66 re duties of sextons.
See Sec. 7-71 re required reporting of sexton's name to town registrar.
See Sec. 19a-309 re headstones at soldiers' graves.
Annotations to former section 19-148: Bylaw forbidding any person to cut herbage without
permission upheld; this section applies to a stock corporation. 78 C. 90.
Cited. 29 CS 292.

Sec. 19a-298. (Formerly Sec. 19-149). Cemetery associations with capital stock
organized prior to 1855. Cemetery associations having capital stock and organized
under the general law as to incorporating burial societies prior to 1855 may, when the
principal and interest of the subscriptions for capital stock have been repaid and no
dividends have been paid for sixty-five years, amend the articles of association by a
majority vote of the stock present and voting at a special meeting of such association
called for the purpose.
(1949 Rev., S. 4722.)
History: Sec. 19-149 transferred to Sec. 19a-298 in 1983.

Sec. 19a-299. (Formerly Sec. 19-150). Trust funds for care of cemeteries. Towns,
ecclesiastical societies and cemetery associations may receive and hold in trust donations,
the income of which is to be used wholly or in part for the care or improvement of their
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cemeteries and burial lots or of private lots within such cemeteries or elsewhere. All such
donations shall be invested as by law required for the investment of trust funds, except
when otherwise authorized by the donors. The principal of two or more such trust funds
may be combined and merged in a single fund for the purpose of the investment of the
same.
(1949 Rev., S. 4712; 1957, P.A. 329, S. 1.)
History: Sec. 19-150 transferred to Sec. 19a-299 in 1983.
See Sec. 33-264g authorizing receipt of funds derived by gift or devise.
Annotations to former section 19-150: Cemetery association is not a benevolent society. 73 C. 678.
Ecclesiastical society can accept gift, portion of which is to be devoted to a cemetery and the balance to
maintaining its church.
82 C. 188. Cited. 151 C. 527.

Sec. 19a-300. (Formerly Sec. 19-151). Funds for care of cemetery lots. Money
declared by an instrument in writing to be intended for the perpetual care, maintenance,
improvement or embellishment of any cemetery in this state, or of any lot or plot therein,
to an amount not less than one hundred dollars, may be deposited with the State Treasurer
who shall, in the name of the state, receive and receipt therefor. Each depositor shall, at
the time of making such deposit, file with the State Treasurer and with the Secretary of
the State a copy of such instrument. The State Treasurer shall invest the money deposited
with him under the provisions of this section, in the name of the state, in bonds or other
obligations of the state or other securities in which he is authorized to invest money in
behalf of the state; and, on the first days of February and August annually, he shall pay
over the accrued interest thereof to the treasurer of the town in which the cemetery is
located, and the same shall be expended in the same manner as the income of funds
donated to towns under the provisions of section 19a-304. At the time of paying such
interest the State Treasurer shall inform the person to whom it is paid of the purpose to
which it is to be applied, as stated in the copy of such instrument, and such person shall
thereupon apply it to such purpose.
(1949 Rev., S. 4713; 1959, P.A. 152, S. 51.)
History: 1959 act deleted references to county and county treasurer, county government having been
abolished and substituted references to state; Sec. 19-151 transferred to Sec. 19a-300 in 1983.
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Sec. 19a-301. (Formerly Sec. 19-152). Establishment and management of perpetual
funds. Accounting. (a) Any cemetery association, organized as provided by law, may, by
vote of the directors or members of such association, set aside the surplus funds of such
association as a perpetual fund. Such fund shall be invested in accordance with the
provisions of the statutes concerning the investment of trust funds. Such fund, together
with any donation received by an ecclesiastical society or cemetery association pursuant
to section 19a-303, shall be under the control, management and supervision of a
committee of not fewer than three persons elected by such association or society. Such
ecclesiastical society or cemetery association shall meet at least once annually. The
treasurer of such society or association shall be, ex officio, the treasurer of such
committee, and shall give bond, with surety, to the satisfaction of such committee, for the
faithful discharge of his duties. He shall expend the income from such fund or donation
for the management, care and maintenance of any cemetery owned or controlled by such
ecclesiastical society or cemetery association, or for the purpose set forth in the
instrument or declaration of trust regulating the use of such donation or fund if such
instrument or declaration of trust should otherwise provide, at the times and in the
manner designated by such society or association. The treasurer shall annually, on or
before July first, make a report to such society or association, stating the income
received, to whom it has been paid, the amount and condition of the fund and how it is
invested. A copy of such report shall be filed with the probate court for the district within
which the cemetery owned or controlled by the society or association is located. Any
treasurer who fails to file such report with the probate court shall be fined not more than
fifty dollars.
(b) Any interested party may petition the probate court having jurisdiction under this
section to require an accounting by the treasurer. The court may, after hearing, with
notice to all interested parties, grant the petition and require an accounting for such
periods of time as it determines are reasonable and necessary on finding that: (1) The
petitioner has an interest in the fund sufficient to entitle him to an accounting; (2) cause
has been shown that an accounting is necessary; and (3) the petition is not for the purpose
of harassment. The court shall cause notice of the hearing on the account be given to such
parties and in such manner as it directs.
(c) The action to submit an accounting to the court shall not subject the fund to the
continuing jurisdiction of the court.
(d) Upon the allowance of any such account, the court shall determine the rights of
the parties, subject to appeal as in other cases.
(1949 Rev., S. 4714; 1953, S. 2359d; P.A. 98-219, S. 12.)
History: Sec. 19-152 transferred to Sec. 19a-301 in 1983; P.A. 98-219 added Subsecs. (b), (c) and (d) re
petition of Probate Court to require accounting of perpetual fund by Treasurer.
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Sec. 19a-302. (Formerly Sec. 19-153). Takeover of fund. Appointment of cemetery
committee. If at any time such association fails to comply with the provisions of section
19a-301, the selectmen of the town in which such cemetery is located shall take over the
care of such fund and file an annual report with the Probate Court in accordance with the
provisions of section 19a-301. The selectmen may appoint a cemetery committee
consisting of not fewer than three or more than seven members who are residents of such
town. If three members are appointed, one shall serve for a term of two years, one for a
term of four years and one for a term of six years; if four members are appointed, one
shall serve for a term of two years, one for a term of four years and two for a term of six
years; if five members are appointed, one shall serve for a term of two years, two for a
term of four years and two for a term of six years; if six members are appointed, two shall
serve for a term of two years, two for a term of four years and two for a term of six years;
and if seven members are appointed, two shall serve for a term of two years, two for a
term of four years and three for a term of six years. Biennially thereafter, they may
appoint one member for a term of six years to replace each member whose term expires.
Such committee shall have all of the powers and duties of a committee established as
provided in section 19a-301.
(1953, S. 2360d; P.A. 03-252, S. 24; P.A. 04-257, S. 37.)
History: Sec. 19-153 transferred to Sec. 19a-302 in 1983; P.A. 03-252 changed the number of members
of cemetery committee from three to not fewer than three or more than seven, and revised provisions re
terms for members; P.A. 04-257 made technical changes, effective June 14, 2004.

Sec. 19a-303. (Formerly Sec. 19-154). Acceptance of legacy. Any town or ecclesiastical
society, at any meeting warned and held for that purpose, may accept, upon the terms and
conditions expressed by a testator in his will, any legacy intended as a provision for the
enlargement, improvement or repair of any cemetery or any part thereof, in any town in
this state.
(1949 Rev., S. 4715.)
History: Sec. 19-154 transferred to Sec. 19a-303 in 1983.

Sec. 19a-304. (Formerly Sec. 19-155). Care of funds by towns. Such a donation, when
received by a town, shall, unless otherwise directed by the donor, be paid to the town
treasurer; and the income therefrom shall be paid by such treasurer to such person as the
selectmen may annually appoint to receive and expend such income. The person so
appointed shall give a bond to the town for such sum as the selectmen may fix, with
surety to their satisfaction, conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties; and
thereupon such person shall expend such income pursuant to the terms of the instrument
or declaration of trust regulating the use thereof, and, when no specific direction has been
made by the donor relative to the expenditure of such income, or when the purpose
specified is incapable of performance, or when there is a surplus of income after the
directions of the trust have been fully complied with and performed, he shall expend the
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same wholly or in part for the general care or improvement of the cemeteries and burial
lots or of private lots within such cemeteries in such town.
(1949 Rev., S. 4716; 1957, P.A. 329, S. 2.)
History: Sec. 19-155 transferred to Sec. 19a-304 in 1983.

Sec. 19a-305. (Formerly Sec. 19-156). Probate Court may make allowance for care
of lot. The Court of Probate may allow, out of the estate of a deceased person in
settlement before such court, such amount as it deems necessary for the perpetual care, or
for care for such time as it determines, of the cemetery lot wherein the deceased is
interred.
(1949 Rev., S. 4721.)
History: Sec. 19-156 transferred to Sec. 19a-305 in 1983.

Sec. 19a-306. (Formerly Sec. 19-157). Cemeteries in adjoining towns. When any
cemetery association or ecclesiastical society owns or manages a cemetery or cemeteries
in two adjoining towns, or in the town next adjoining the town in which such association
or society is located, a certificate of the registrar of that one of such towns in which any
person dies shall be sufficient to enable such association or society to bury such deceased
person in any of the cemeteries owned or managed by it as aforesaid.
(1949 Rev., S. 4718.)
History: Sec. 19-157 transferred to Sec. 19a-306 in 1983.

Sec. 19a-307. (Formerly Sec. 19-158). Sale of abandoned or unused lots. Any town or
any mutual nonstock cemetery association or corporation having charges legally assessed
against any lot in the cemetery under its control or any holder of any such lot which have
been due and unpaid for at least ten years shall be authorized to sell the unused portion of
such lot in such manner as its legislative body or governing board, as the case may be,
may direct, provided a notice shall be sent by registered or certified mail to any such
lotholder and any other person known to be beneficially interested in any such lot, at the
last-known address of such lotholder or other person, which notice shall substantially
contain the information that, if such legally assessed charges are not paid within a year
from the date of the issuance of such notice, such town, cemetery association or
corporation may take over any unused portion of such lot for the purpose of sale,
provided space shall be reserved for the surviving spouse, if any, of the original lotholder,
if the surviving spouse would otherwise be eligible for burial in such cemetery under the
rules and regulations governing burials in such cemetery. If such town, association or
corporation is unable to determine any person known to be beneficially interested in any
such lot, it shall cause to be published, in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in
which the cemetery is located, at least once a week for three consecutive weeks, a notice
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containing the same information as is sent to any known lotholder or person known to be
beneficially interested. The proceeds from the sale of such unused portion of such lots
shall first be used to reimburse such town, association or corporation for any past due
charges and costs of sale. The balance shall be placed in a perpetual care fund, the
interest from which shall be expended in the care of such uncared-for lots in such
cemetery as are designated by the legislative body of such town or the governing board of
such cemetery, as the case may be.
(1949 Rev., S. 4705; 1957, P.A. 97; 1971, P.A. 172.)
History: 1971 act allowed towns, acting through their legislative bodies, to sell abandoned or unused
lots in cemeteries under their control; Sec. 19-158 transferred to Sec. 19a-307 in 1983.
See Sec. 19a-314 re penalty for violation of this section.

Sec. 19a-308. (Formerly Sec. 19-159). Care of neglected cemeteries. In any town in
which there is a burial ground or cemetery containing more than six places of interment
and not under the control or management of any currently functioning cemetery
association, which has been neglected and allowed to grow up to weeds, briars and
bushes, or about which the fences have become broken, decayed or dilapidated, the
selectmen of such town may annually cause such burial ground to be cleared of weeds,
briars and bushes, and may cause its fences or walls to be repaired and kept in orderly
and decent condition and its memorial stones to be straightened.
(1949 Rev., S. 4719.)
History: Sec. 19-159 transferred to Sec. 19a-308 in 1983.
Annotation to former section 19-159:

Cited. 168 C. 447.

Sec. 19a-309. (Formerly Sec. 19-160). Headstones at soldiers' graves. No cemetery
association shall make or enforce any bylaw, order or regulation prohibiting the erection
of any tombstone or headstone, provided by the state or otherwise, at the grave of any
soldier, sailor or marine buried in such cemetery. Each association or officer thereof who
violates any provision of this section shall be fined fifty dollars.
(1949 Rev., S. 4720.)
History: Sec. 19-160 transferred to Sec. 19a-309 in 1983.
See Sec. 19a-297 re authority of selectmen, cemetery associations or ecclesiastical societies to enact
bylaws for management and care of burial lots.
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Sec. 19a-310. (Formerly Sec. 19-161). Approval of vaults above ground by
Department of Public Health. Fees. No person shall construct any vault, crypt,
columbarium or mausoleum for public use, wholly or partially above the surface of the
ground, to be used to contain the body of any dead person (1) unless the same is located
within the confines of an established cemetery containing not less than five acres, which
cemetery has been in existence and operation for a period of at least five years
immediately preceding the time of the erection thereof, or (2) if located within a cemetery
containing less than five acres, such location has been approved by the selectmen of any
town, the mayor and council or board of aldermen of any city and the warden and
burgesses of any borough; except that in any town, city or borough having a zoning
commission or combined planning and zoning commission, such commission shall have
the authority to grant such approval; nor until plans and specifications for such vault,
crypt, columbarium or mausoleum are approved by the Department of Public Health and
a fee of one thousand dollars is paid to the Department of Public Health for its review and
approval of such plans and specifications, provided a columbarium which is used solely
as a repository for the remains, after cremation, of deceased persons and is located on the
premises of any religious society or corporation shall not be subject to the provisions of
this section. Such plans and specifications shall set forth the sections, halls, rooms,
corridors, elevators or other subdivisions thereof, with their descriptive names and
numbers, and shall provide: (a) That such structure be so arranged that the cell, niche or
crypt may be readily examined at any time by any person authorized by law to do so; (b)
that the materials of which such structure is to be constructed are to be of the best quality
and of a character best suited for the purposes intended; and (c) that the structure shall be
so constructed as to insure its durability and permanence as well as the safety,
convenience, comfort and health of the community in which it is located, as dictated and
determined at the time by modern mausoleum construction and engineering science. The
person making the application shall file a certificate of such approval, signed by the
Commissioner of Public Health, with a copy of such plans and specifications, in the
office of the town clerk of the town wherein such structure is to be erected, and such
clerk shall retain the same on file.
re(1949 Rev., S. 4706; 1969, P.A. 30; 1971, P.A. 34, S. 1; P.A. 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 87-490, S. 4;
May Sp. Sess. P.A. 92-6, S. 9, 117; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58.)
History: 1969 act deleted requirement that crypt or cell be constructed so as to be hermetically and
permanently sealed stated in former Subdiv. (b) and redesignated remaining subdivisions accordingly; 1971
act excluded columbarium used solely for cremated remains and located on premises of religious society or
corporation from provisions of section; P.A. 77-614 replaced department and commissioner of health with
department and commissioner of health services, effective January 1, 1979; Sec. 19-161 transferred to Sec.
19a-310 in 1983; P.A. 87-490 inserted Subdiv. (2) concerning approvals in cemeteries containing less than
five acres; May Sp. Sess. P.A. 92-6 established a fee of one thousand dollars for review and approval of
plans; P.A. 93-381 replaced department and commissioner of health services with department and
commissioner of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 placed
Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and
Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995.
See Sec. 19a-314 re penalty for violation of this section.
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Sec. 19a-311. (Formerly Sec. 19-162). Inspection. Burial prohibited until certificate
obtained. Such structure shall be erected under the supervision of an inspector to be
appointed by the Department of Public Health, which shall determine the amount of his
compensation, such compensation to be paid by the person erecting the same. No vault,
crypt, niche, mausoleum, columbarium or structure, and no addition or alteration thereof,
shall be used for the purpose of interring therein any body until the person, firm or
corporation operating such structure has obtained from said department a certificate,
signed by the Commissioner of Public Health, certifying that the plans and specifications
filed pursuant to the provisions of section 19a-310 have been complied with, and that the
requirements for a maintenance fund provided for in subsection (b) of section 19a-312
have been complied with, which certificate shall be filed in the office of the town clerk of
the town wherein the community mausoleum is located, provided a columbarium which
is used solely as a repository for the remains, after cremation of deceased persons and is
located on the premises of any religious society or corporation shall not be subject to the
provisions of this section.
(1949 Rev., S. 4707; 1971, P.A. 34, S. 2; P.A. 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257,
S. 12, 21, 58; P.A. 96-180, S. 59, 166.)
History: 1971 act excluded columbarium used solely for cremated remains and located on premises of
religious society or corporation from provisions of section; P.A. 77-614 replaced department and
commissioner of health with department and commissioner of health services, effective January 1, 1979;
Sec. 19-162 transferred to Sec. 19a-311 in 1983; P.A. 93-381 replaced commissioner of health services
with commissioner of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 replaced
Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and
Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 96-180 made a technical change, effective June
3, 1996.
See Sec. 19a-314 re penalty for violation of this section.

Sec. 19a-312. (Formerly Sec. 19-163). Sale of crypts. Maintenance. (a) No crypt or
room in any mausoleum not privately owned, or niche in a columbarium not so owned,
shall be sold or offered for sale, until such structure is entirely completed.
(b) There shall be established and maintained a fund for the perpetual care and
maintenance of each such mausoleum and columbarium, by applying in the case of a
mausoleum not less than the sum of one hundred dollars from the proceeds received from
the sale of each crypt and ten per cent of the proceeds received from the sale of each
room; and in case of niches in a mausoleum or columbarium, used as a repository for the
remains of deceased persons after cremation, a sum which shall be equivalent to ten per
cent of the sale price of each niche. If sales of crypts or rooms in any such mausoleum, or
sales of niches in any such mausoleum or columbarium, are made upon a partial payment
plan, there shall be set apart and applied to said maintenance fund from each such
payment such proportion thereof as the number of partial payments bears to the total
amount of the sum required to be set aside for such fund.
(c) When any mausoleum, vault, crypt or structure containing one or more deceased
human bodies, in the opinion of the Department of Public Health, becomes a menace to
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public health, and the owner or owners thereof fail to remedy or remove the same to the
satisfaction of said department, any court of competent jurisdiction may order the person,
firm or corporation owning such structure to remove the deceased body or bodies for
interment in some suitable cemetery at the expense of the person, firm or corporation
owning such mausoleum, vault or crypt. If no such person, firm or corporation can be
found in the county where such mausoleum, vault or crypt is located, such removal and
interment shall be at the expense of the cemetery, city or town within which such
mausoleum, vault or crypt is located, or of the cemetery association in charge of any such
cemetery.
(d) Any cemetery or mausoleum maintained or constructed contrary to the provisions
of this chapter shall be deemed a public nuisance and may be enjoined in an action
brought by any taxpayer of this state.
(1949 Rev., S. 4708; P.A. 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58.)
History: P.A. 77-614 replaced department of health with department of health services, effective
January 1, 1979; Sec. 19-163 transferred to Sec. 19a-312 in 1983; P.A. 93-381 replaced department of
health services with department of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257
replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and
Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995.
See Sec. 19a-314 re penalty for violation of this section.

Sec. 19a-313. (Formerly Sec. 19-161a). Burials above ground restricted. No person
shall be buried, interred or entombed in any burying ground, or in any vault, niche, crypt,
columbarium, mausoleum or structure wholly or partially above the surface of the
ground, unless such burying ground or structure is located within the confines of an
established cemetery which is owned, managed or controlled by a municipality,
ecclesiastical society, cemetery association or corporation, as provided in this chapter, or
a private burying ground or structure approved by the Department of Public Health.
(P.A. 75-138; P.A. 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58.)
History: P.A. 77-614 replaced department of health with department of health services, effective
January 1, 1979; Sec. 19-161a transferred to Sec. 19a-313 in 1983; P.A. 93-381 replaced department of
health services with department of public health and addiction services, effective July 1, 1993; P.A. 95-257
replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with Commissioner and
Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995.

Sec. 19a-314. (Formerly Sec. 19-164). Penalty. Any officer, manager or agent of any
corporation or association, or any other person, who violates any provision of section
19a-296, 19a-307, 19a-310, 19a-311 or 19a-312 shall be fined not more than five hundred
dollars or imprisoned not more than six months or both; but no provision of said sections
shall prohibit or apply to the construction of temporary receiving vaults.
(1949 Rev., S. 4709.)

History: Sec. 19-164 transferred to Sec. 19a-314 in 1983.
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Sec. 19a-314a. Disclosure of dispute resolution procedure relating to the sale of any
item or service by a town, ecclesiastical society or cemetery association which owns,
manages or controls a cemetery. "Cemetery" defined. (a) As used in this section,
"cemetery" means any place performing interments on or after October 1, 1995.
(b) Each town, ecclesiastical society or cemetery association which owns, manages or
controls a cemetery shall disclose to each consumer, in writing at the time of the sale of
any item or service, any dispute resolution procedure of such town, ecclesiastical society
or cemetery association. The written disclosure shall also indicate that the consumer may
contact the Department of Public Health or local public health director if the consumer
has any complaints which concern violations of sections 7-64 to 7-72, inclusive, 19a-310
and 19a-311.
(P.A. 95-184, S. 1, 2; 95-257, S. 12, 21, 58; P.A. 01-195, S. 140, 181.)
History: P.A. 95-257 authorized substitution of Commissioner and Department of Public Health for
Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services, effective July 1, 1995; P.A. 01195 made technical changes in Subsecs. (a) and (b), effective July 11, 2001.

Sec. 19a-315. "Ancient burial place", "burial ground authority" and "grave
marker" defined. For purposes of sections 19a-315 to 19a-315c, inclusive:
(1) "Ancient burial place" means any tract of land within any municipality which has
been used or has been in existence as a burial ground for more than one hundred years;
(2) "Burial ground authority" means the town, ecclesiastical society or cemetery
association, as the case may be; and
(3) "Grave marker" means any of the following when used to mark graves in an
ancient burial place, cemetery or burial ground: Tombs, monuments, gravestones, or
fragments thereof and fences or curbing which enclose individual or family burial plots.
(P.A. 84-280, S. 1; P.A. 85-319, S. 1.)
History: P.A. 85-319 included the definition of "grave marker" and applied the definitions to
Sec. 19a-315c.

Sec. 19a-315a. Use of ancient burial place. No municipality shall alienate or
appropriate any ancient burial place to any use other than that of a burial ground. No
portion of any ancient burial place shall be taken for public use without the approval of
the General Assembly. If any ancient burial place is appropriated for any other use and
the bodies buried therein or the grave markers marking the same are removed, the burial
ground authority shall preserve a record of such removal indicating the date of such
removal and the site or place to which such removal was made.
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(P.A. 84-280, S. 2; P.A. 85-319, S. 2.)
History: P.A. 85-319 inserted "grave marker" in place of "monuments, gravestones or other
memorials".
See Sec. 53a-218 re penalty for interference with cemetery or burial ground.
See Sec. 53a-219 re penalty for unlawful possession or sale of gravestones.

Sec. 19a-315b. Protection of grave markers. No grave marker within any cemetery or
burial place shall be destroyed, injured or removed except in accordance with the
provisions of either this section or section 19a-315c. Any such grave marker may be
removed for the purpose of reproduction, preservation or display in an accredited
museum upon (1) (A) the consent of the owner of the burial rights for the lot in which
such grave marker is placed or the consent of a lineal descendant of the deceased, whose
qualifications for giving such consent shall be determined by the burial ground authority,
or (B) if such owner or qualified lineal descendant is unknown or does not respond within
thirty days to a request for consent sent by registered or certified mail to such person's
last known address, with the consent of the burial ground authority, and (2) the order of
the probate court for the district in which such burial lot is located. Upon written
application of such consenting owner, qualified lineal descendant or burial ground
authority, the probate court may, after a hearing, with notice of such hearing having been
given to the burial ground authority, the owner, the qualified lineal descendant, the
Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism and otherwise as the court deems
appropriate, order the removal of such grave marker if it finds that such removal is
necessary or desirable for the protection and preservation of such grave marker.
(P.A. 84-280, S. 3; P.A. 85-319, S. 3; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6, S. 210(e); P.A. 04-20, S. 3; 04-205,
S. 5; May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, S. 30.)
History: P.A. 85-319 made numerous changes concerning giving of consent and removed provisions
concerning subjects covered by Sec. 19a-315c; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6 and P.A. 04-20 replaced the
Connecticut Historical Commission with the Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History
and Film, effective August 20, 2003; P.A. 04-205, effective June 3, 2004, and May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2,
effective May 12, 2004, both replaced Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and
Film with Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.
See Sec. 53a-218 re penalty for interference with cemetery or burial ground.
See Sec. 53a-219 re penalty for unlawful possession or sale of gravestones.

Sec. 19a-315c. Maintenance of burial places. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of
section 19a-315b, a burial ground authority shall have the right to properly maintain an
ancient burial place, cemetery or burial place, which right shall include: (1) Repair,
rehabilitation, repositioning or resetting of grave markers in accordance with the rules
and regulations of the burial ground authority; and (2) the renovation of the ancient burial
place, cemetery or burial place as a whole.
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(b) For purposes of subsection (a), no renovation of an ancient burial place, cemetery
or burial place as a whole may be commenced until after: (1) The burial ground authority
has conspicuously posted within the ancient burial place, cemetery or burial place, for a
period of not less than ninety days, a notice that such renovation shall take place; and (2)
the burial ground authority, at least ninety days before commencing a renovation, has
provided written notice to the probate court having jurisdiction over the location of the
burial place and to the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism. Such notice to
the probate court shall describe the renovation plans and include photographs of any area
or grave marker involved.
(c) Following the notice period provided for in subsection (b), and subject to the
provisions of subsection (d) a burial ground authority may renovate an ancient burial
place, cemetery or burial place by: (1) The removal of any or all fencing, railing or
curbing, if such removal is determined by the burial ground authority to be necessary or
desirable for the proper and efficient maintenance of the ancient burial place, cemetery or
burial place as a whole; and (2) the repositioning or resetting of any monument or
tombstone.
(d) At any time prior to the expiration of the notice period provided for in subsection
(b), the probate court may assume jurisdiction over such renovation and order a hearing,
with notice of such hearing to be given to the burial ground authority, the owner, the
qualified lineal descendant, the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism and
otherwise as the court deems appropriate, to determine whether such renovation is
necessary for the proper and efficient maintenance of the ancient burial place, cemetery
or burial place as a whole. Upon notice of such hearing, the burial ground authority shall
not proceed with such renovation except in accordance with the order of the probate
court.
(P.A. 85-319, S. 4; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6, S. 210(e); P.A. 04-20, S. 3; 04-205, S. 5; May Sp.
Sess. P.A. 04-2, S. 30.)
History: June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6 and P.A. 04-20 replaced the Connecticut Historical Commission
with the Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film, effective August 20, 2003;
P.A. 04-205, effective June 3, 2004, and May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, effective May 12, 2004, both replaced
Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film with Connecticut Commission on
Culture and Tourism.

Secs. 19a-316 to 19a-319. Reserved for future use.
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TITLE 7
CHAPTER 93
REGISTRARS OF VITAL STATISTICS
Sec. 7-36. Definitions. As used in this chapter and sections 19a-40 to 19a-45, inclusive,
unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) "Registrar of vital statistics" or "registrar" means the registrar of births, marriages,
deaths and fetal deaths or any public official charged with the care of returns relating to
vital statistics;
(2) "Registration" means the process by which vital records are completed, filed and
incorporated into the official records of the department;
(3) "Institution" means any public or private facility that provides inpatient medical,
surgical or diagnostic care or treatment, or nursing, custodial or domiciliary care, or to
which persons are committed by law;
(4) "Vital records" means a certificate of birth, death, fetal death or marriage;
(5) "Certified copy" means a copy of a birth, death, fetal death or marriage certificate
that (A) includes all information on the certificate except such information that is
nondisclosable by law, (B) is issued or transmitted by any registrar of vital statistics, (C)
includes an attested signature and the raised seal of an authorized person, and (D) if
submitted to the department, includes all information required by the commissioner;
(6) "Uncertified copy" means a copy of a birth, death, fetal death or marriage
certificate that includes all information contained in a certified copy except an original
attested signature and a raised seal of an authorized person;
(7) "Authenticate" or "authenticated" means to affix to a vital record in paper format
the official seal, or to affix to a vital record in electronic format the user identification,
password, or other means of electronic identification, as approved by the department, of
the creator of the vital record, or the creator's designee, by which affixing the creator of
such paper or electronic vital record, or the creator's designee, affirms the integrity of
such vital record;
(8) "Attest" means to verify a vital record in accordance with the provisions of
subdivision (5) of this section;
(9) "Correction" means to change or enter new information on a certificate of birth,
marriage, death or fetal death, within one year of the date of the vital event recorded in
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such certificate, in order to accurately reflect the facts existing at the time of the
recording of such vital event, where such changes or entries are to correct errors on such
certificate due to inaccurate or incomplete information provided by the informant at the
time the certificate was prepared, or to correct transcribing, typographical or clerical
errors;
(10) "Amendment" means to (A) change or enter new information on a certificate of
birth, marriage, death or fetal death, more than one year after the date of the vital event
recorded in such certificate, in order to accurately reflect the facts existing at the time of
the recording of the event, (B) create a replacement certificate of birth for matters
pertaining to parentage and gender change, or (C) change a certificate of birth, marriage,
death or fetal death to reflect facts that have changed since the time the certificate was
prepared, including, but not limited to, a legal name change or a modification to a cause
of death;
(11) "Acknowledgment of paternity" means to legally acknowledge paternity of a
child pursuant to section 46b-172;
(12) "Adjudication of paternity" means to legally establish paternity through an order
of a court of competent jurisdiction;
(13) "Parentage" includes matters relating to adoption, gestational agreements,
paternity and maternity;
(14) "Department" means the Department of Public Health; and
(15) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Public Health or the
commissioner's designee.
(1949 Rev., S. 560, 3813; 1953, S. 227d; P.A. 01-163, S. 2; P.A. 03-19, S. 16.)
History: P.A. 01-163 deleted former provisions and added new Subdivs. (1) to (15) re definitions
applicable to chapter and Secs. 19a-40 to 19a-45; P.A. 03-19 made a technical change in Subdiv. (3),
effective May 12, 2003.

Sec. 7-67. Disinterment permit required. No person shall open any grave for the
disinterment of the body of any person in any cemetery or burial place or disinter or
remove any dead body from the town in which the death took place, without having
procured from the registrar a permit therefor, or an order from a Superior Court judge as
provided in section 19a-413.
(1949 Rev., S. 591; 1969, P.A. 699, S. 21.)
History: 1969 act added provision concerning court orders.
See Sec. 19a-324 re penalty for failure to
obtain permit or for making false statements in procuring permit.
See Sec. 53-334 re penalty for
unlawful disinterment.
See Sec. 54-50 re reward for information concerning unlawful disinterment of
corpse.
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TITLE 10
Chapter 184a
NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES.
POLICY CONCERNING ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INVESTIGATION
Sec. 10-381. Definitions
Sec. 10-388. Human burials
Sec. 10-389. Regulations establishing procedures for storage, analysis and
reburial of human skeletal remains.
Sec. 10-390 Penalty
Sec. 10-391 Inventory of Native American burial sites and cemeteries.

Sec. 10-381. Definitions. As used in sections 10-382 to 10-391, inclusive:
(1) "Native American" means people who occupied Connecticut prior to European
settlement and their historic descendants, Indians as defined by section 47-63,
who are residents of this state and all members of other tribes recognized by the
United States or by Canada or its Provinces who are residents of this state;
(2) "Archaeological site" means a location where there exists material
evidence that is not less than fifty years old of the past life and culture of human
beings in the state;
(3) "Archaeological artifact" means material evidence that is not less than fifty
years old of past life and culture in the state that is found in connection with an
archaeological site;
(4) "Archaeological investigation" means any subsurface tests or excavation
or other activity resulting in the disturbance or removal of artifacts or data from
an archaeological site;
(5) "Sacred site" or "sacred land" means any space, including an
archaeological site, of ritual or traditional significance in the culture and religion
of Native Americans that is listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places (16 USC 470a, as amended) or the state register of historic places
defined in section 10-410, including, but not limited to, marked and unmarked
human burials, burial areas and cemeteries, monumental geological or natural
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features with sacred meaning or a meaning central to a group's oral traditions;
sites of ceremonial structures, including sweat lodges; rock art sites, and sites of
great historical significance to a tribe native to this state;
(6) "Sacred object" means any archaeological artifact or other object
associated with a sacred site;
(7) "State lands" mean lands owned, leased, or administered by the state or in
the custody or control of any state agency, department or instrumentality of the
state.

Sec. 10-388. Human burials. (a) Any person who knows or reasonably believes that any
human burials or human skeletal remains are being or about to be disturbed, destroyed,
defaced, removed or exposed shall immediately notify the Chief Medical Examiner and
State Archaeologist of such fact. If human burials or human skeletal remains are
encountered during construction or agricultural, archaeological or other activity that
might alter, destroy or otherwise impair the integrity of such burials or remains, the
activity shall cease and not resume unless authorized by the Chief Medical Examiner and
the State Archaeologist provided such authorization shall be made within five days of
completion of the investigation of the Chief Medical Examiner pursuant to subsection (b)
of this section.
(b) After notification under subsection (a) of this section, the Chief Medical Examiner
shall determine if the remains represent a human death required to be investigated
under section 19a-406. After completion of his investigation, if the Chief Medical
Examiner determines that the remains may be the remains of a Native American
or were found in the subsurface and buried for more than fifty years, the Chief
Medical Examiner shall notify the State Archaeologist of such fact. The State
Archaeologist, upon such notification, shall in consultation with the Connecticut
Commission on Culture and Tourism, the Native American Heritage Advisory
Council, established under section 10-382, the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection, and the landowner determine, within seventy-two hours, if the site
where such remains were discovered can be preserved in situ and protected by a
preservation restriction as defined in section 47-42a.
(c) If in situ preservation is not prudent and feasible or not agreed to by the
landowner, the State Archaeologist, upon consultation with the landowner and, if
appropriate, the Native American Heritage Advisory Council, the Connecticut
Commission on Culture and Tourism, and the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection shall, if feasible, provide for removal and reburial of the remains at
another location or for additional archaeological investigations and scientific
analysis prior to reburial. Any excavation and recovery of remains by the State
Archaeologist shall be completed not more than five business days after
notification by the Chief Medical Examiner under this section unless the
landowner consents to additional days.
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(d) Human skeletal remains discovered during archaeological investigation
shall be excavated under the supervision of the State Archaeologist, pursuant to a
written agreement between the State Archaeologist and the holder of the permit
specifying the excavation, methods to be used and data to be collected. Due care
shall be exercised during excavation, subsequent transport and storage of skeletal
remains to insure that the sacred meanings of the remains for Native Americans
are respected and protected.
(e) The provisions of this section shall not be construed to require the owner
of private lands on which human skeletal remains are found to pay the costs of
excavation, removal analysis or reburial of such remains.
(P.A. 89-368, S. 10; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6, S. 210(e); P.A. 04-20, S. 3; 04-205, S. 5;
May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, S. 30.)
History: June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6 and P.A. 04-20 replaced the Connecticut Historical
Commission with the Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film,
effective August 20, 2003; P.A. 04-205, effective June 3, 2004, and May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2,
effective May 12, 2004, both replaced Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture,
History and Film with Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.

Sec. 10-389. Regulations establishing procedures for storage, analysis and reburial
of human skeletal remains. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 7-67 and 769, the State Archaeologist, in consultation with the Connecticut Commission on Culture
and Tourism, the Native American Heritage Advisory Council established under section
10-382, the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the archaeological
community, shall adopt regulations in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54
establishing procedures for the storage, analysis and reburial of human skeletal remains
discovered during an archaeological investigation.
(b) The Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall designate state lands for use
as sites for the reburial of Native American human skeletal remains. Such sites
shall be deemed sacred lands and designated as state archaeological preserves in
accordance with section 10-384.
(c) Any such human remains discovered on and after October 1, 1989, shall be
reburied. The State Archaeologist, the Native American Heritage Advisory
Council and the Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall jointly
determine the contents and organization of each reburial ceremony for Native
Americans.
(P.A. 89-368, S. 11; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6, S. 210(e); P.A. 04-20, S. 3; 04-205, S. 5;
May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, S. 30.)
History: (Revisor's note: In 1995 the word "Heritage" was inserted editorially by the Revisors
in Subsec. (c) after the words "Native American" for accuracy of reference); June 30 Sp. Sess.
P.A. 03-6 and P.A. 04-20 replaced the Connecticut Historical Commission with the Connecticut
Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film, effective August 20, 2003; P.A. 04-205,
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effective June 3, 2004, and May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, effective May 12, 2004, both replaced
Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film with Connecticut
Commission on Culture and Tourism.

Sec. 10-390. Penalty. (a) No person shall excavate, damage or otherwise alter or deface
any archaeological or sacred site on state lands or within a state archaeological preserve
unless such activity is in accordance with the terms and conditions of a permit issued
under section 10-386 or in the case of an emergency.
(b) No person shall sell, exchange, transport, receive or offer to sell, any
archaeological artifact or human remains collected, excavated or otherwise
removed from state lands or a state archaeological preserve in violation of
subsection (a) of this section.
(c) No person shall engage in any activity that will desecrate, disturb or alter
any Native American burial, sacred site or cemetery, including any associated
objects, unless the activity is engaged in pursuant to a permit issued under section
10-386 or under the direction of the State Archaeologist.
(d) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be fined not
more than five thousand dollars or twice the value of the site or artifact that was
the subject of the violation, whichever is greater, and imprisoned not more than
five years or both.
(e) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be liable to the
state for the reasonable costs and expenses of the state in restoring the site and
any associated sacred objects or archaeological artifacts.
(P.A. 89-368, S. 12.)

Sec. 10-391. Inventory of Native American burial sites and cemeteries. On or before
January 1, 1991, the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism, in consultation
with the State Archaeologist, the Native American Heritage Advisory Council established
under section 10-382 and the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, shall develop
procedures to inventory Native American burial sites and cemeteries. Such procedures
shall provide for the availability of the inventory to state agencies, departments and
institutions.
(P.A. 89-368, S. 13; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6, S. 210(e); P.A. 04-20, S. 3; 04-205, S. 5; May Sp.
Sess. P.A. 04-2, S. 30.)
History: June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6 and P.A. 04-20 replaced the Connecticut Historical
Commission with the Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film,
effective August 20, 2003; P.A. 04-205, effective June 3, 2004, and May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2,
effective May 12, 2004, both replaced Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture,
History and Film with Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.
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TITLE 10a
STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 185b
CONSTITUENT UNITS
Sec. 10a-112. (Formerly Sec. 10-132a). State Archaeologist. Duties. (a) Until such time
as a State Archaeologist is appointed pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the
trustees of The University of Connecticut shall designate a member of the faculty of said
university to serve as State Archaeologist, who shall serve without additional
compensation. He shall conduct research in the ethnohistory of the Indians of this region
and of their archaeology, and shall cooperate with agencies of this state and of the federal
government and with private individuals and corporations in an effort to protect and
preserve archaeological remains which are threatened with destruction or loss by the
construction of dams or highways or otherwise.
(b) The Board of Directors of the State Museum of Natural History shall appoint a
State Archaeologist and staff for the Office of Archaeology established pursuant
to section 10a-112a. The State Archaeologist shall have the following powers and
duties: (1) To supervise the care and study of the archaeological collection of the
State Museum of Natural History; (2) to coordinate (A) the archaeological salvage
of properties threatened with destruction, (B) public and private archaeological
research and the encouragement of the highest possible standards in
archaeological investigations, and (C) the preservation of native American and
other human osteological remains and cemeteries with the Connecticut
Commission on Culture and Tourism, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner,
the Indian Affairs Council and other state agencies; (3) to conduct research on the
state's prehistory and history and disseminate the results of such research through
publications and other means; (4) to educate the public about the significance and
fragility of archaeological resources; (5) to respond to inquiries about the state's
archaeological resources; and (6) to maintain comprehensive site files and maps.
(1963, P.A. 304; P.A. 87-466, S. 1; P.A. 03-278, S. 26; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6, S. 210(e);
P.A. 04-20, S. 3; 04-205, S. 5; May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, S. 30.)
History: Sec. 10-132a transferred to Sec. 10a-112 in 1983 pursuant to reorganization of higher
education system; P.A. 87-466 added Subsec. (b) which specified the duties of the state
archaeologist and designated museum of natural history board of directors as appointing authority
on and after October 1, 1987; P.A. 03-278 made technical changes in Subsec. (b), effective July 9,
2003; June 30 Sp. Sess. P.A. 03-6 and P.A. 04-20 replaced Connecticut Historical Commission
with Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film, effective August 20,
2003; P.A. 04-205, effective June 3, 2004, and May Sp. Sess. P.A. 04-2, effective May 12, 2004,
both replaced Connecticut Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, History and Film with
Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.
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Sec. 10a-112a. State Museum of Natural History, Office of Archaeology. The museum of
natural history at The University of Connecticut shall be the State Museum of Natural
History. The museum shall (1) acquire, collect, preserve, research and interpret living,
extinct and fossil organisms, anthropological and archaeological specimens, rocks and
minerals, with preference to those native to this state; (2) preserve related scientific
equipment, instruments and data; and (3) prepare public exhibits at the museum and
educational exhibits and programs that may be used by colleges, universities, schools,
libraries, institutions, appropriate state agencies or other public organizations. There shall
be an Office of Archaeology at the museum. The museum shall be within The University
of Connecticut.
(P.A. 85-563, S. 1, 4; P.A. 87-466, S. 2; P.A. 89-271, S. 1, 2.)
History: P.A. 87-466 required establishment of an office of archaeology; P.A. 89-271 replaced
provision establishing museum as an independent entity within The University of Connecticut for
administrative purposes only with provision establishing museum within The University of
Connecticut.
See Sec. 10-383 re designation of museum as repository for artifacts found and data gathered
during archaeological investigations on state lands.
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TITLE 46A
HUMAN RIGHTS
CHAPTER 814c
HUMAN RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Sec. 46a-58. (Formerly Sec. 53-34). Deprivation of rights. Desecration of property. Cross
burning. Penalty. (a) It shall be a discriminatory practice in violation of this section for
any person to subject, or cause to be subjected, any other person to the deprivation of any
rights, privileges or immunities, secured or protected by the Constitution or laws of this
state or of the United States, on account of religion, national origin, alienage, color, race,
sex, blindness or physical disability.
(b) Any person who intentionally desecrates any public property, monument or
structure, or any religious object, symbol or house of religious worship, or any
cemetery, or any private structure not owned by such person, shall be in violation
of subsection (a). For purposes of this subsection, "desecrate" means to mar,
deface or damage as a demonstration of irreverence or contempt.
(c) Any person who places a burning cross or a simulation thereof on any
public property, or on any private property without the written consent of the
owner, shall be in violation of subsection (a).
(d) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a
class A misdemeanor, except that if property is damaged as a consequence of such
violation in an amount in excess of one thousand dollars, such person shall be
guilty of a class D felony.
(1949 Rev., S. 8374; P.A. 74-80; P.A. 77-278, S. 1; P.A. 80-54; 80-422, S. 7; P.A. 84-15.)
History: P.A. 74-80 applied penalty to discrimination based on sex and specified violation as
class A misdemeanor, deleting penalty of maximum fine of one thousand dollars and/or maximum
imprisonment of one year; P.A. 77-278 applied penalty to discrimination based on blindness or
physical disability; P.A. 80-54 applied penalty to discrimination based on religion or national
origin and added Subsecs. (b) and (c) re desecration of property and burning crosses on property;
P.A. 80-422 rephrased Subsec. (a) and designated penalty provision formerly in Subsec. (a) as
Subsec. (d); Sec. 53-34 transferred to Sec. 46a-58 in 1981; P.A. 84-15 amended Subsec. (d) by
increasing the penalty to a class D felony if property is damaged in an amount in excess of one
thousand dollars.
See Conn. Const. Art. I, Sec. 20 re equal protection of the law.
See Sec. 1-1f for definitions of "blind" and "physically disabled".
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See Sec. 52-251b re costs and attorney's fees in civil action for deprivation of civil rights.
See Sec. 53-37a re deprivation of a person's civil rights by person wearing mask or hood.
Annotations to former section 53-34:
If no violation of enumerated rights under statute is alleged, then there is no basis for hearing.
160 C. 226.
Annotations to present section:
Cited. 204 C. 17, 27, 28. Cited. 216 C. 108, 110. Cited. 232 C. 91, 114-116. Cited. 238 C. 337.
Subsec. (a):
Cited. 216 C. 85, 110. Cited. 220 C. 192, 194. Cited. 232 C. 91, 114. Cited. 238 C. 337.
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities had subject matter jurisdiction to adjudicate
claim of racial discrimination brought by African-American senior student at a public high school
against school principal and local board of education on the basis of a discrete course of allegedly
discriminatory conduct by the principal. 270 C. 665.
Cited. 18 CA 126, 127. Cited. 38 CA 506, 508. Cited. 44 CA 446. Subdiv. (1) cited. Id. Cited.
Id., 677. Federal standards reviewed for guidance in enforcing state antidiscrimination statutes;
court held that defendant had provided plaintiff with reasonable accommodation. 57 CA 767.
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TITLE 47
CHAPTER 821
LAND TITLES
Sec. 47-18. Ownership of historic memorials. The title and ownership of all memorials,
tablets and markers, designating any historic place, or in commemoration of any historic
event, whether upon public or private buildings, in public parks or cemeteries or upon
private grounds, shall be vested in perpetuity in the society or association erecting or
placing the same.
(1949 Rev., S. 7101.)

TITLE 53
CHAPTER 946
OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC POLICY
Sec. 53-332. Burials; proximity to dwelling. No person shall bury the body of any
deceased person within a distance of three hundred and fifty feet from any dwelling
house unless a public highway intervenes between such place of burial and such dwelling
house, or unless such body is encased in a lined vault, except in a cemetery established on
or before November 1, 1911, or in a plot of land adjacent to such cemetery which has
been made a part thereof with the approval in writing of the Commissioner of Public
Health. Such approval shall contain a detailed description of the land so annexed and
shall be recorded in the land records of the town in which such cemetery is situated. The
provisions of this section shall not apply to any cemetery which, when established, was
more than three hundred and fifty feet from any dwelling house. Any person who violates
any provision of this section shall be fined not more than fifty dollars or imprisoned not
more than thirty days or both.
(1949 Rev., S. 8633; 1963, P.A. 328; P.A. 77-614, S. 323, 610; P.A. 93-381, S. 9, 39; P.A. 95-257,
S. 12, 21, 58.)
History: 1963 act added exception for body encased in lined vault; P.A. 77-614 replaced commissioner
of health with commissioner of health services, effective January 1, 1979; P.A. 93-381 replaced
commissioner of health services with commissioner of public health and addiction services, effective July
1, 1993; P.A. 95-257 replaced Commissioner and Department of Public Health and Addiction Services with
Commissioner and Department of Public Health, effective July 1, 1995.
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Sec. 53-333a. Depth of burial. No corpse shall be buried in such manner that the top of
the outside container within which such corpse is placed is less than two and one-half feet
below the surface of the ground, except that, if such container is made of steel, bronze,
concrete or other impermeable material, the top of such container shall be not less than
one and one-half feet below the surface. Any person who violates the provisions of this
section shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than
thirty days or both.
(1959, P.A. 302, S. 2.)
See chapter 368i (Sec. 19a-270 et seq.) re anatomical donations. See chapter 368j (Sec. 19a-295 et
seq.) re cemeteries. See chapter 368k (Sec. 19a-320 et seq.) re crematories. See chapter 385 (Sec. 20207 et seq.) re embalmers and funeral directors. See Secs. 7-64 to 7-72, inclusive, re disposal of bodies,
interment, disinterment, removal from one town to another, etc. See Sec. 19a-91 re Public Health
Department's authority to regulate transportation of bodies.

Sec. 53-334. Unlawful disinterment. Any person who opens the grave or tomb where any
corpse has been deposited, or removes any corpse from its place of sepulture, without the
consent of the husband or wife or the near relatives of the deceased, or receives, conceals
or secretes any corpse so removed, or assists in any surgical or anatomical experiments or
demonstrations therewith or dissection thereof, knowing it to have been so removed,
except as provided in section 19a-413, shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars
and imprisoned not more than five years.
(1949 Rev., S. 8635; 1969, P.A. 699, S. 30.)
History: 1969 act added exception re Sec. 19-537.
See Sec. 54-50 re reward for information regarding unlawful disinterment of corpse.
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TITLE 53A
CHAPTER 952
PENAL CODE OFFENSES
Sec. 53a-218. Interference with a cemetery or burial ground: Class C felony. (a) A person
is guilty of interference with a cemetery or burial ground when he, without authorization
of the owner of the burial lot, or a lineal descendant of the deceased, or of the
municipality, cemetery association or person or authority responsible for the control or
management of the cemetery or burial ground: (1) Intentionally destroys, mutilates,
defaces, injures or removes any tomb, monument, gravestone or other structure placed or
designed for a memorial of the dead, or any portion or fragment thereof, or any fence,
railing, curb or other enclosure for the burial of the dead, in or from any cemetery or
burial ground; or (2) wantonly or maliciously disturbs the contents of any tomb or grave
in any cemetery or burial ground.
(b) Interference with a cemetery or burial ground is a class C felony and any person
found guilty under this section shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars.
(P.A. 84-280, S. 4; P.A. 89-109; P.A. 96-209, S. 2.)
History: P.A. 89-109 established a minimum fine of five hundred dollars; P.A. 96-209 amended
Subsec. (b) by changing penalty from class D to class C felony.

Sec. 53a-219. Unlawful possession or sale of gravestones: Class D felony. (a) A person is
guilty of the unlawful possession or sale of gravestones when he possesses or sells, offers
for sale or attempts to sell or transfers or disposes of any monument, gravestone or other
structure placed or designed for a memorial of the dead, or any portion or fragment
thereof, knowing that it has been unlawfully removed from a cemetery or burial ground.
(b) Unlawful possession or sale of gravestones is a class D felony.
(P.A. 84-280, S. 5.)
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Sec. 53a-220. Interference with a memorial plaque: Class A misdemeanor. (a) A person
is guilty of interference with a memorial plaque when he, without authorization of the
governmental body responsible for the placement, control or maintenance of a memorial
plaque, intentionally defaces, mutilates or destroys a plaque commemorating a person or
an event, or removes such a plaque from its official location.
(b) Interference with a memorial plaque is a class A misdemeanor.
(P.A. 91-173, S. 1.)

Sec. 53a-221. Unlawful possession, purchase or sale of a memorial plaque: Class A
misdemeanor. (a) A person is guilty of the unlawful possession, purchase or sale of a
memorial plaque when he possesses or purchases or attempts to purchase or sells, offers
for sale or attempts to sell or transfers or disposes of a plaque commemorating a person
or an event knowing that it has been unlawfully removed from its official location.
(b) Unlawful possession, purchase or sale of a memorial plaque is a class A
misdemeanor.
(P.A. 91-173, S. 2.)
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